NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST  PHASE
were much afraid of this scheme of his. "Gorgotto, I have been reading three volumes on India. What rascals the English are! If I had been able to get to India from Egypt with the nucleus of an army, I should have driven them from India. The East only wants a man. The master of Egypt is the master of India. But now we shall see what will come to them from Russia. The Russians, already in Persia, have not far to go to reach India/' And then he repeats his constant preoccupation. " Russia is the power that marches the most surely, and with the greatest strides, towards universal dominion, ... for now there is no France and, therefore, no equilibrium/'
He had been, in effect, Emperor of the West, and Montholon tells Gourgaud that, from his instructions as ambassador, he inferred that Napoleon meant to be crowned by that title. The Confederation of the Rhine was being influenced in this direction, and at Erfurt, it is said, the matter would have been settled, had not Alexander demanded Constantinople as a counterbalance. At St. Helena, however, his regrets are not for that position, but for the empire of the East. And the reason is twofold: as ruler of the East he would have struck a great blow at the British, and would have emulated Alexander the Great. For here let us note that his real hero and model is Alexander. It is not merely his campaigns that Napoleon admires, for these one cannot, he says, well conceive, but his statesmanship. In his thirty-fourth year he leaves an immense and well-established empire. He had, too, the art of making friends of the peoples that he conquered. It was a great act of policy to go to the temple of Ammon, for it was thus that he conquered Egypt. "So I, had I re-
220Sometimes he regrets Elba: often he abuses St. Helena, but on one occasion he launches into praise of it, at any rate as a residence for his suite. " We are very happy
